
EURASIA  Name    Net worth     Sector

 Samvel Karapetyan

 $3.8bn

  Real Estate

 Bidzina Ivanishvili

 $4.5bn

  Finance

 Mir Jamal Pashayev

 Unknown

  Finance

 Ruben Vardanyan

 $950mn

  Finance

 Soso Pkhakadze

 Unknown

  Petrol retailing

 Valeri Chekheria

 Unknown

  Hotels

Karapetyan (51) is a Russo-Armenian real estate 
mogul who owns 33 shopping centres, six 
office complexes and 10 hotels across Armenia 
and Russia. The founder of Tashir Group has 
branched out into utilities and other sectors 
deemed strategic to the country's development. 

Ivanishvili (61) is Georgia's wealthiest business-
man, is a former prime minister and the founder 
of the ruling Georgian Dream party. He made his 
fortune in Russia in the 1990s, where he bought 
and sold state companies during the early wave 
of privatisations, and ran mining, banking and 
telecommunications companies.  

Pashayev (47) is CEO of Pasha Holding, a diver-
sified group comprising of banking and finance 
businesses, construction companies, travel 
agencies and hospitality chains. Azerbaijan's  
first lady and vice president Mehriban Aliyeva  
is a member of the powerful Pashayev family.

Vardanyan (48) is an Armenian entrepreneur 
and investment banker who made his fortune in 
Russia and continues to support Armenia through 
philanthropic activities. After selling his Troika 
Dialog investment bank to Sberbank in 2012, he 
moved on to found the Vardanyan, Broitman and 
Partners boutique investment firm. 

Pkhakadze (46) is president and chairman of 
Georgia’s Wissol Group, a diversified holding in-
cluding petrol service stations, franchises such  
as Dunkin' Donuts, advertising company Alma, 
and construction company Vellagio.

Chekherie (38) is CEO and co-founder of 
Georgia’s Adjara Hospitality Group, which 
includes The Rooms hotel brand. 
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 Asadollah Asgaroladi

 $9bn

  Food, banking,  
       real estate, healthcare

 Hossein Sabet Baktash

 $3bn

  Hotels, Persian carpets

 Hossein Hedayati

 $1.5bn

  Steel, real estate

 Ali Ansari

 $500mn

  Banking, construction,   
       retail

 Saeed and Hamid 
      Mohammadi

 $120mn

  Online retail

Asgaroladi (80) built up his father’s pistachio 
business, Hasas, by buying and selling abroad, 
aided by exploiting Iran’s former dual exchange 
range system. Brother Habibollah Asgaroladi 
was economy minister in the 1990s Rafsanjani 
administration.

Sabet (67) started by trading between Germany 
and Iran, and then by investing in hotel projects 
in the Canary Islands in the 1980s. In the 2000s, 
he was sold a plot of land on Iran’s resort island 
of Kish, where he built the most luxurious Iranian 
hotel, the Dariush Grand Hotel.  

Hedayati (54) is dubbed the “Abramovich of Iran” 
for building up Steel Azin and moving on to 
ownership of Steel Azin FC and taking a stake in 
Persepolis FC. 

Ansari (56) founded one of the new generation  
of Iranian banks, Tat Bank, in the mid-2000s,  
and has since made diverse investments, 
including Iran’s largest shopping mall, Tat Mall,  
to open in 2018. 

The Mohammadi twins are the founders and 
joint CEOs of DigiKala.com, Iran’s leading 
e-commerce platform. The siblings first 
launched the site with $10,000 of their savings 
but they have now received at least three rounds 
of financing to grow their business.
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 Bulat Utemuratov

 $2.4bn

  Finance, real estate

 Alijan Ibragimov

 $1.9bn

  Metals and mining

 Dinara and Timur  
       Kulibayev

 $4.4bn

  Finance, mining,  
      energy, construction

Utemuratov (58), who has ties to Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, received an 
estimated $785mn in 2007 when Italy’s Uni-
Credit acquired 92% of ATF Bank. He still owns 
ForteBank and Kasa Nova Bank stakes, and his 
asset management firm, Verny Capital, owns 
the Moscow and Vienna Ritz Carlton hotels, and 
is building the $300mn Talon Towers in Almaty, 
where it also plans to open a Ritz Carlton.

Uzbek native Ibragimov (62) is a co-founder  
of the Eurasian Natural Resources Company 
(ENRC). The London Stock Exchange delisted  
the metals and mining firm in 2013 after an  
accumulation of fraud investigations.

Kulibayeva (49), President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s 
daughter, along with her husband Timur 
Kulibayev (50), are Kazakhstan’s power couple. 
They own a majority stake in the second largest 
Kazakh bank Halyk Bank. Halyk is preparing 
to acquire a controlling stake in struggling 
Kazkommertsbank, the largest bank. The couple 
also own Almex Holding Group. It has interests  
in banking, mining, construction and other areas.

KAZAKHSTAN

 Askar Salymbekov

 $1.5bn

  Retail

Salymbekov (62) is president of the Dordoi As-
sociation group of companies. It owns the Dordoi 
Bazaar retail and wholesale centre in Bishkek, 
as well as FC Dordoi. Dordoi Bazaar distributes 
consumer goods from China to markets and 
outlets in Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 
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